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January 28th 2019 

Companies navigate dementia conversations with 

older workers 

Faced with an aging workforce, American companies 

are increasingly having to navigate delicate 

conversations with employees grappling with 

cognitive declines, experts say. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-

science/companies-navigate-dementia-conversations-

with-older-workers/2019/01/28/5d56fb42-22bf-11e9-

b5b4-

1d18dfb7b084_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term

=.d0d26d9264d9

 

5th February 2019 

Who’s going to care about the women being forced 

out of work? 

About 600 people a day are giving up their jobs to 

look after elderly or sick relatives. 

https://amp.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/f

eb/05/care-women-forced-out-work-families-

breaking-point

 

6th February 2019 

Dementia risk factors not known by half of 

population 

Half of UK adults cannot identify any key risk factors 

for dementia, according to a study by Alzheimer's 

Research UK. The six risk factors are heavy drinking, 

genetics, smoking, high blood pressure, depression 

and diabetes. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-47116845

 

6th February 2019 

Ministers 'in denial' over state of social care funding 

say MPs 

Ministers have been accused of being "in denial" over 

the "perilous" state of local government finances in 

England as councils struggle to maintain essential 

services like adult and children's social care. 

https://news.sky.com/story/ministers-in-denial-over-

state-of-social-care-funding-say-mps-11629333
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7th February 2019 

Penguins visit Windsor care home to make dream 

come true 

A rather unusual example of animals/ birds being used 

as therapy in care homes. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-

berkshire-47150259/penguins-visit-windsor-care-

home-to-make-dream-come-true

 

7th February 2019 

CMA launches court action against Care UK 

The Competition and Markets Authority has issued 

court proceedings against Care UK after it refused to 

refund residents who had to pay a compulsory 

upfront fee. 

The CMA believes the care home provider was 

breaking consumer protection law by requiring a 

substantial non-refundable administration fee from 

residents for which they received no services or 

products in return. It also believes that the company’s 

description of the charge, and what it was for, was 

misleading and that residents were told about the fee 

too late in the admission process. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cma-

launches-court-action-against-care-uk

 

8th February 2019 

Property wealth will be increasingly sacrificed to pay 

for social care 

The looming social care crisis will lead more and more 

individuals in later life to tap into their property 

wealth in order to pay care bills. The prediction was 

not made by an entirely objective source, as it 

followed on from findings in a report released by Key, 

the UK’s leading equity release provider, but the point 

made is a valid one as to date there has been a lack of 

solutions from the government. 

https://www.moneyobserver.com/news/property-

wealth-will-be-increasingly-sacrificed-to-pay-social-

care 

 

8th February 2019 

Stop blaming Brexit and deliver a care deal 

The government green paper on how to solve the care 

funding crisis was first promised in summer 2017, and 

as recently as the October Budget was promised 

‘shortly’. This week charity Age UK estimated more 

than 50,000 people have died waiting for help since 

the government said it would publish a green paper 

on social care. 

https://www.ftadviser.com/opinion/2019/02/08/stop

-blaming-brexit-and-deliver-a-care-

deal/?utm_campaign=Weekend+Reading&utm_sourc

e=emailCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_conten

t= 

Comment: We agree that this matter 

shouldn’t be allowed to drag on any 

further. It is close to scandalous that Brexit is being 

used as an excuse for delay after delay. Yes, Brexit is 

important, but so is the welfare of thousands of British 

citizens. For those who haven’t already done so, surely 

now is the time to write to our MPs and say that after 

700 days of delay - ‘enough is enough’?
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9th February 2019 

Why your postcode will determine whether you 

receive fully-funded care in your later years 

Research from Key Retirement, an equity release 

adviser, found that one in three (31%) British 

pensioners who apply receive full funding for their 

care. However a postcode lottery means that financial 

support is skewed in favour of certain regions. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/consumer-

affairs/better-live-norfolk-newcastle-need-social-

care/

 

14th February 2019 

Most English local authorities 'plan to raise council 

tax' 

Three-quarters of local authorities are set to increase 

tax by more than 2.5% from April, the Local 

Government Information Unit (LGiU) said. 

It comes as almost a third of councils said they were 

planning to cut spending on adult social care, and a 

quarter expect to reduce children's care. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-47234880

 

15th February 2019 

Cannabis-based treatment will be offered to 

dementia patients 

Cannabis will be used to treat symptoms of dementia 

in the first major UK trial to test its use, scientists have 

announced. Pensioners with symptoms of Alzheimer’s 

disease will be recruited to see how cannabis-based 

treatment compares with a dummy drug. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/02/15/cann

abis-based-treatment-will-offered-dementia-patients/

 

23rd February 2019 

Agency tried to charge care homes £2,700 a shift for 

workers 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2019/feb/23/a

gency-tried-to-charge-care-homes-2700-a-shift-for-

workers

 

25th February 2019 

Minister for Care urges thousands to take part in 

dementia research 

More than a hundred thousand people living with 

dementia have been urged to take part in a 

pioneering research programme. Minister for Care 

Caroline Dinenage issued the call to action as part of 

the government’s goal to make England the world 

leader for dementia care, support, research and 

awareness by 2020. 

https://www.carehomeprofessional.com/minister-

for-care-urges-thousands-to-take-part-in-dementia-

research/

 

26th February 2019 

No-deal Brexit could put vulnerable people at risk, 

officials warn 

“A no-deal Brexit could result in failures of social care 

providers that may put vulnerable adults at risk and 
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seriously affect councils and the NHS, according to a 

leaked civil service document. The official warnings 

are contained within a Department of Health and 

Social Care presentation passed to the Guardian that 

has been prepared for a meeting of its EU exit delivery 

board to be held on Tuesday” 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/feb/26/

no-deal-brexit-could-put-vulnerable-people-at-risk-

officials-warn

 

26th February 2019 

MP tells of how she found father 'bruised and 

bleeding' in care facility 

An MP has told the Commons how her elderly father 

was left bloodied, bruised and unconscious at a care 

facility, claiming a senior council official subsequently 

told her “he had asked for it”. Dr Rosena Allin-Khan 

said her father, who has dementia, suffered an 

appalling catalogue of injuries while staying at an 

extra care facility last year. 

https://amp.theguardian.com/society/2019/feb/26/la

bour-mp-details-injuries-suffered-by-her-father-in-a-

care-facility

 

27th February 2018 

Millions of people not raising concerns about their 

care, CQC finds 

Millions of people are not raising concerns about their 

care but those that do see improvements, according 

to CQC research. The research found that in the last 

five years almost 7 million people in England had 

concerns about their care but never raised them, with 

more than half (58%) regretting not having done so. 

https://www.carehomeprofessional.com/millions-of-

people-not-raising-concerns-about-their-care-cqc-

finds/?utm_source=Email+Campaign&utm_medium=

email&utm_campaign=42388-293400-

Care+Home+Professional+DNA+-+2019-02-27
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8th January 2019 

Future funding of social care a priority for 

government – Vaughan Gething 

Health and Social Services Minister Vaughan Gething 

outlines an ambitious programme of work to explore 

a social care levy for Wales. He will take over the work 

of chairing the inter-Ministerial group on paying for 

social care, which was set up last year to investigate 

the future funding options and social care models to 

meet rising demand. 

https://gov.wales/newsroom/health-and-social-

services/2019/future-funding/?lang=en

 

20th February 2019 

Government defends delay of social care paper 

In a session in Parliament yesterday (February 19) 

Caroline Dinenage, Member of Parliament for 

Gosport, claimed the government was the first to 

tackle the "very thorny issue" after a successive line of 

governments which had all failed to get to grips with 

it. 

The paper on long-term reform of the care funding 

system was initially due to be published last summer, 

but it has since faced several delays. 

https://www.ftadviser.com/pensions/2019/02/20/go

vernment-defends-delay-of-social-care-paper/ 

Comment: Allegedly (on social media), 

Secretary of State Matt Hancock is 

reported to have said that he doesn’t want the cost of 

a proposed care cap of £100k “dumped on the NHS” 

and taxes must be raised to pay for it, if it is to go 

ahead. Allegedly he wants the proposal for a care cap 

removed from the Green Paper. This doesn’t bode 

well, nor does it suggest the Social Care Green Paper 

will be published any time soon... 

 

21st February 2019 

Expansion of budgets for personalised health and 

care support announced 

Over 40,000 people currently benefit from personal 

health budgets, and the government plans to increase 

this to up to 200,000 people by 2024. This will include 

people receiving adult social care support. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/expansion-of-

budgets-for-personalised-health-and-care-support-

announced

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rules and Regulations 
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8th February 2019 

REPORT – Cracking the Care Code 

A Freedom of Information (FOI) request to 205 local 

authorities found that councils currently provide 

support for 568,867 over-65s.  Of these, 175,256 

(31%) are fully-funded and 300,287 (53%) are partially 

funded while 19 councils were unable to provide 

information on the level of funding for 93,324 people 

(16%). 

But the average for England, Scotland and Wales 

conceals a wide range of regional differences with 

local authorities in the East of England the most likely 

to provide full funding. On average 68% of applicants 

were fully-funded – four times as many as in Wales 

and the East Midlands where 16% and 17% 

respectively are fully-funded. 

https://www.keyadvice.co.uk/about/press-

release/families-face-care-funding-postcode-lottery 

Comment: An excellent report that 

illustrates the funding position by 

region. It also established that 6,882 

retired homeowners are currently using Deferred 

Payment Agreements (DPAs) to pay for care. DPAs are 

most likely to be used in the West Midlands and East 

of England where each local authority has on average 

72 and 71 in place respectively while London (11) and 

Scotland (16) have the lowest on average.

 

Care Funding - Investment vs Immediate Needs 

Annuity 

Unless your client qualifies for State support they are 

likely to have to fund their own care fees. Only the 

lucky few will have sufficient income to pay their care 

fees in full. Many will have savings they can utilise and 

draw down on, but others may need to sell their 

property and use one of two main options for care 

funding, for example, investing the money or 

purchasing an Immediate Needs Annuity (INA). 

The following aid details the risks and issues to be 

considered when comparing the use of investments or 

an INA to pay for care: 

https://www.justadviser.com/documents/ina-vs-inv-

care-funding-advice-sales-aid1312729.pdf

 

26th February 2019 

REPORT - Monitoring the Mental Health Act 

Monitoring the Mental Health Act is the CQC’s annual 

report on the use of the Mental Health Act (MHA). It 

looks at how providers are caring for patients, and 

whether patient’s rights are being protected. 

https://www.cqc.org.uk/publications/major-

report/monitoring-mental-health-act-report 

 

 

Reports, Guidance and Support 

To contact My Care Consultant phone: (0)20 3290 3110 
E-mail: ask@mycareconsultant.co.uk 
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